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Abstract 

Since the end of the 1990s an interesting phenomenon in German literature can be observed. On 

the one hand, a generation of writers (for example Daniel Kehlmann, Felicitas Hoppe, Hans 

Christoph Buch, Ilija Trojanow) continues the traditional way of the genre ‘travel novel’, however, 

implementing innovative methods of writing: These texts have in common their specific relation 

to older, so-called ‘pretexts’, which can be rewritten in different ways. With the help of this way of 

editing, the texts become a ‘counter-narrative’ or ‘counter-history’. They discuss the problem of 

representation of history and storytelling, as well as the construction of cultural differences 

between the Self and the Other. On the other hand, during the last years, these writers published 

texts in which they reflect on their writings. They try to question or rather legitimise their way of 

dealing with the Other. To summarise, the project investigates two fields of contemporary 

literature with the aim of their productive interlinking. My thesis is that both types of texts can be 

described with the metaphor ‘palimpsest’. For theoretical discussion, the essential benefit of the 

palimpsest is its ambivalent character. On the one hand the palimpsest allows to investigate this 

phenomenon with regard to its narrative structure and its poetological concepts of writing. 

Furthermore, the palimpsest enables readers to focus on the relation between texts and authors 

within the context of ‘postcolonial poetics’. On the other hand, it connects and develops different 

concepts of Cultural Studies, which discuss the relation between identity and alterity with regard 

to ‘rewritings’. Thus, the investigation can be linked to postcolonial and intercultural discussions. 

By means of this focus the project is directly connected to research projects, established by the 

supervisor and other scholars in the research environment of the Universite du Luxembourg. 

Examples are >Interkulturalitat im multinationalen Raum< (Prof. Dr. Dieter Heimbockel/2009-

2011) and >Kulturelle Globalisierung. Kollektivsymboliken in wissenschaftlichen und medialen 

Globalisierungsdiskursen< (Prof. Dr. Mein/2010-2013). 


